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Welcome to the Army Publication Directorate’s (APD) Army abbreviations, brevity 
codes, and acronyms web site. This database contains abbreviations, brevity codes, 
and acronyms authorized for Army use. There is no distinction in this database between 
an abbreviation, brevity code, or acronym. This database was designed to provide 
appropriate abbreviations, brevity codes, and acronyms for Army’s use. 
 
You may search for an ABCA by using one of the following search methods/criteria; 
and, where appropriate, submit changes, additions, and deletions. When requesting a 
submission of a new ABCA, a change, or a deletion, you will be asked to provide your 
name, email address, and phone number.  
 

Begin a Search 

To begin a search, select a search option from the drop-down menu in Section A.  
 
Exact Abbreviation, Brevity Code, or Acronym – To find the exact 
meaning/description, enter your search criteria in Section B (example: USTRANSCOM, 
SAM, or TOW) and click the Search button. Click the Restart Search button to start 
over with a new search, or if modifying the current search criteria.  
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Acronym begins with - To find all meanings/descriptions beginning with a text 
string, use the acronym begins with search.  

Acronym wild card - To find meanings/descriptions containing the search string, use 
the drop-down option list to select the acronym (wildcard) option. A search for USA 
using this option will return meanings/descriptions for USA, AUSA, DUSA, EUSA, 
HQUSACE, etc. 

Reverse Lookup (keywords) - To find words/phrases, use the reverse lookup 
(keywords) option then type in a phrase or list of words. This will return a list of all 
ABCAs containing the words or phrases you entered.  
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The Search Results page displays the ABCA(s) and description(s) currently in the 
database.  
 

 
 

 

Add an ABCA 

To add an ABCA that is not listed, click the Add ABCA button located at the upper 
right portion of the search results page. This will take you to a page where a request for 
an addition can be made.  
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Enter the requested information (that is, ABCA and description) in Section A, the 
prescribing directive information in Section B, and the requester’s information in Section 
C. The requester is the person adding the ABCA. If the ABCA administrator has a 
question concerning the submitted data, the requester will be contacted for clarification. 
 

 
 

 
After entering the data, if you are satisfied that the information is correct, click the 
Continue button. You will have another chance to verify that the information is correct 
before transmitting to APD. If you DO NOT want to add the ABCA click the Cancel 
button.  
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The Add Information-Verification page contains a summary of the information you 
have provided. Review this information carefully to ensure its accuracy. To make 
changes, click the Modify button below. If the information is correct and you wish to 
continue, click the Submit button to have your request transmitted and processed by 
APD. 
 

  
 
 
NOTE: Once you click on the Submit button, you will NOT be able to change this 
information by clicking the Back button in your browser. 
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Change an ABCA 

To make a change to an ABCA, move the cursor over the hyperlink for the ABCA you 
wish to change and click. You will be taken to a page where a request for a change or a 
deletion can be made. 
 

 

The View Information page displays the data currently in the system. You may choose 
to change a record by clicking on the Request change hyperlink. 
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Section A of the Change Information page is pre-filled for your convenience. Modify all 
information that is incorrect, and complete sections B and C. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

If you are satisfied the information is correct, click the Continue button. You will have 
another chance to verify that the information is correct before transmitting to APD. If you 
DO NOT want to add the ABCA, click the Cancel button. 
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The Change Information – Verification page contains a summary of the information 
you have provided. Review this information carefully to ensure its accuracy. To make 
changes, click the Modify button. If the information is correct and you wish to continue, 
click on the Submit button to have this request transmitted and processed by APD.  
 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: Once you click on the Submit button, you will NOT be able to change this 
information by clicking the Back button in your browser. 
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Delete an ABCA 

To delete an ABCA, move the cursor over the hyperlink for the ABCA you wish to 
delete and click. You will be taken to a page where a request for change or a deletion 
can be made. 
 

 
The View Information page displays the data currently in the system. You may choose 
delete a record by clicking the Request Delete hyperlink. 
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The Delete Information page displays the data we currently have in the system. This 
information cannot be changed. Fill out the requester’s information and click on the 
Continue button to have this record deleted. 
 

 
 
If you are satisfied the information is correct, click the Continue button. You will have 
another chance to verify that the information is correct before transmitting to APD. If you 
DO NOT want to delete the ABCA, click the Cancel button. 
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The Delete Information – Verification page contains a summary of the information you 
have provided. Review this information carefully to ensure its accuracy. To make 
changes, click on the Modify button. If the information shown is correct and you wish to 
continue, click on the Submit button to have this request transmitted and processed by 
APD. 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: Once you click on the Submit button, you will NOT be able to change this 
information by clicking the Back button in your browser. 
 
 
 


