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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
(amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty, is awarded (posthumously) by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to—

Private Mikio Hasemoto, Infantry, Company B, 100th Infantry Battalion (Separate), United
States Army, distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action on 29 November 1943, in
the vicinity of Cerasuolo, Italy. A force of approximately 40 enemy soldiers, armed with machine
guns, machine pistols, rifles, and grenades, attacked the left flank of his platoon. Two enemy
soldiers with machine guns advanced forward, firing their weapons. Private Hasemoto, an
automatic rifleman, challenged these two machine gunners. After firing four magazines at the
approaching enemy, his weapon was shot and damaged. Unhesitatingly, he ran 10 yards to the
rear, secured another automatic rifle and continued to fire until his weapon jammed. At this
point, Private Hasemoto and his squad leader had killed approximately 20 enemy soldiers.
Again, Private Hasemoto ran through a barrage of enemy machine gun fire to pick up an M-1
rifle. Continuing their fire, Private Hasemoto and his squad leader killed 10 more enemy
soldiers. With only three enemy soldiers left, he and his squad leader charged courageously
forward, killing one, wounding one, and capturing another. The following day, Private Hasemoto
c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e p e l  e n e m y  a t t a c k s  u n t i l  h e  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  e n e m y  f i r e .  P r i v a t e  H a s e m o t o ’ s
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  h e r o i s m  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  d u t y  a r e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f
military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
Active Army, the Army National Guard of the U.S., and the U.S. Army Reserve.
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