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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
(amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty is awarded (posthumously) by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

Captain Jon E. Swanson, United States Army, of Boulder, Colorado, who distinguished
himself by acts of bravery on 26 February 1971, while flying an OH-6A aircraft in
support of ARVN Task Force 333 in the Kingdom of Cambodia. With two well-equipped
e n e m y  r e g i m e n t s  k n o w n  t o  b e  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  C a p t a i n  S w a n s o n  w a s  t a s k e d  w i t h
pinpointing the enemy’s precise positions. Captain Swanson flew at treetop level at a
slow airspeed, making his aircraft a vulnerable target. The advancing ARVN unit
came under heavy automatic weapons fire from enemy bunkers 100 meters to their
front. Exposing his aircraft to enemy anti-aircraft fire, Captain Swanson immediately
engaged the enemy bunkers with concussion grenades and machine gun fire. After
destroying five bunkers and evading intense ground-to-air fire, he observed a .51
caliber machine gun position. With all his heavy ordnance expended on the bunkers,
he did not have sufficient explosives to destroy the position. Consequently, he marked
t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a  s m o k e  g r e n a d e  a n d  d i r e c t e d  a  C o b r a  g u n  s h i p  a t t a c k .  A f t e r
completion of the attack, Captain Swanson found the weapon still intact and an
enemy soldier crawling over to man it. He immediately engaged the individual and
k i l l e d  h i m .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  h i s  a i r c r a f t  s u s t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  h i t s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  . 5 1
c a l i b e r  m a c h i n e  g u n .  C a p t a i n  S w a n s o n  e n g a g e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  h i s  a i r c r a f t ’ s
w e a p o n s ,  m a r k e d  t h e  t a r g e t ,  a n d  d i r e c t e d  a  s e c o n d  C o b r a  g u n  s h i p  a t t a c k .  H e
volunteered to continue the mission, despite the fact that he was now critically low on
a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  h i s  a i r c r a f t  w a s  c r i p p l e d  b y  e n e m y  f i r e .  A s  C a p t a i n  S w a n s o n
a t t e m p t e d  t o  f l y  t o w a r d  a n o t h e r  . 5 1  c a l i b e r  m a c h i n e  g u n  p o s i t i o n ,  h i s  a i r c r a f t
exploded in the air and crashed to the ground, causing his death. Captain Swanson’s
courageous actions resulted in at least eight enemy killed and the destruction of three
enemy anti-aircraft weapons. Captain Swanson’s extraordinary heroism and devotion
to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
Active Army, the Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S. Army Reserve.
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