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QENERAL ORDERS DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 96 WASHINGTON 26, D, O., 89 December 1958

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, nnder the acét of Congress
approved 9 July 1818 (WD Bul. 43, 1918), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallanfry and intrepidity at the
rigk of life above and beyond the call of duty iz awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name
of the Congress to the following-named enlisted man:

* Corporal Bentlo Martinez *
Infantry, United States Army, a machine gunner with
Company A, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Divi-
ston, distinguished himself by consplcuous gallantry and
outstanding eourage above and beyond the call of duty in
action against the enemy near Sataeri, Koves, on 6 Sep-
tember 1952. While manning a listening post forward of
the main line of resistance, his position was attacked by &
hostile force of reinforced company strength., In the
bitter fighting which ensued, the enemy infiltrated the
defense perimefer and, realizing that encirciement was
imminent, Corporal Martinez elected to rematn at his post
in an aftempt to stem the onslaught. In a daring defense,
he raked the attacking froops with crippling five, inflicting
numerous casualiles. Although contacted by sound power
phone geveral times, he ingisted that no attempt be made
to rescue him because of the danger involved. Hoon
thereafter, the hostile forces rushed the emplacement,
forelng him to make a limited withdrawal with only an
gutomatic rifie and pistol to defend himself, After o
courageous 6-hour stand and shorily before dawn, he

* called in for the last time, stating that the enemy
was converging on his position. His magnificent stand
enabled friendly elements to reorganize, atfack, and regain
the key terrain, Corporal Martinez' incredible valor and
suprems sacrifice reflect lasting glory on himself and are

in keeplug with the honored traditions of the military
sevvice,
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted eonspicuously
on the bulletin boards in each unit area,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMYS

M. B, RIDGWAY,
General, United States Army,
OFPIOTAL: Ohief of Staff.
WM. B. BERGIN,
Major Qeneral, United States Army,
The Adjutant General. o
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