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Chapter 1
A Guide For All Services

1–1. Response to the Increased Interest in Outdoor Recreation Activities
In response to the increased interest in outdoor recreation activities, many military installations have developed outdoor
recreation areas. Most of these areas have facilities for recreational vehicles and camping. Until recent years the
Services operated their respective recreational travel programs, such as the Air Force Fam-Camp System and the Army
Travel Camp System, and published separate guides. Recreational areas of all Services are included in this guide. Here
are answers to some often asked questions.

1–2. Who Can Use These Areas?
1. Active duty military (all Services).
2. Retired military.
3. DOD civilians.
NOTE. Check the information table for info in these three categories.
4. Others – Check with the installation operating the areas you wish to use.

1–3. Are Pets Allowed?
Not everywhere – be sure to check the information table.

1–4. What Do The Recreation Areas Offer?
A listing of each area’s recreation facilities is included in the information table. More info is available from the
reservations/information office for each area.

1–5. How Much Does It Cost To Use A Facility?
Charges are reasonable. They are not listed in the guide because they are subject to frequent changes. Information
about fees must be requested from a specific recreation area office.

1–6. Are Reservations Necessary?
Some areas – yes, others no – please check the information table.

1–7. What About Energy Conservation?
There will be an energy shortage for the foreseeable future. You are encouraged to use the recreation area operated by
the installation to which you are assigned or nearby areas. This will make it possible to use your recreational vehicle,
enjoy the outdoors, and conserve energy at the same time.

Chapter 2
Plan Ahead; Ask Questions

2–1. Facilities
Whatever your mode of travel, whether you use the areas listed for vacations or overnight lodging when moving cross-
country, this guide is intended to make readily available basic information about the many recreation areas and travel
camps located on military installations. These are facilities available to you and your family. They are located from
coast to coast and border to border. If used, they can represent a significant military benefit in helping you stretch the
family vacation and travel dollar.

2–2. Essential Factors
The two essential factors in actually getting to use these facilities and choosing those that meet specific needs and
interests of your family are planning well in advance and asking questions when you make reservations.

2–3. Plan Ahead for Reservations
When facilities available are compared with numbers of families of all Services, including retiree families, entitled to
use them, it is clearly a case of few for many. So without planning well in advance you will always get caught short on
getting your share of benefit from these facilities. It is often necessary to reserve an entire season ahead. If you want to
use an area for a family vacation, plan 6 months or longer in advance. If you want to use a succession of areas for
nightly stopovers on a change-of-station move, start charting your route as soon as you know orders are forthcoming.
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2–4. Questions to Ask Before Arriving
Because this guide can never contain all the information you may want concerning a particular recreation area or travel
camp you have not seen for yourself, make it a practice to collect additional information when you make reservations.
When you call or write, ask if check-in is at, say, Billeting, or can you go directly to the recreation area or travel camp.
Find out whether, for off-installation areas, you must go by the operating installation to pay in advance, pick up keys,
or rent equipment.

2–5. Checklist of Specific Requirements
Make a checklist of points that cover the specific requirements or interests of your family. Get all the information you
can before you arrive at the recreation area or travel camp. In that way you and family members will be much less
likely to be inconvenienced or disappointed by what you find.

2–6. Use of Furnished Lodging Facilities
If you plan to use furnished lodging facilities, know whether you should bring along cooking and eating utensils,
towels and bed linens, or both. Ask the size of trailer pads or camper spaces. Are they drive-through or back-in? How
much sports equipment must you have with you and how much will you be able to rent? If you are interested in some
particular equipment listed in the guide, ask about supply. Does it meet demand, and are the items likely to be on hand
when you get there?

2–7. Plan Ahead/Inquire Ahead
Plan ahead. Inquire ahead. These two essentials cannot be overemphasized if you are to find space when it is needed
and if you are to be satisfied with arrangements when you get there.

Chapter 3
Camping On Other Federal Property

3–1. Federal Reserves Campsites
On various types of federal reserves around the country are literally thousands of camp sites available to the public
when they vacation or travel. These sites are located in national parks, national forests, game and wildlife refuges,
federal water reservoir reserves, Tennessee Valley Authority dam sites, and other federal areas.

3–2. Information to Obtain Before Traveling
Obviously many of these sites are near or on routes to military installations you will be traveling to or vacationing at.
A wealth of information is available from a variety of sources concerning these camp sites and adjacent recreation
areas. Again, plan ahead; get this information before you travel or vacation.

3–3. Public Recreation Areas
If a military installation is not conveniently located along your route, maybe one of the public areas will be. Or, if you
cannot get space at a military area, perhaps it will be available at a nearby public area. You may want to supplement
facilities available at a military installation with a day’s boating, fishing, or swimming at a nearby public recreation
area.

3–4. Addresses of Federal Agencies
Listed below are addresses of federal agencies from which information about camping on federal lands other than
military installations can be obtained —

U.S. Army Engineers
Forrestal Building
Washington, DC 20314

Director, National Park Service

Washington, DC 20240

Division of National Wildlife Refuges
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington, DC 20240
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Bureau of Land Management
Division of Recreation (3700)
Washington, DC 20240

Bureau of Reclamation

Washington, DC 20240

Director, Forestry, Fishery, and Wildlife Development
Tennessee Valley Authority
Norris, TN 37828

3–4. Where to Obtain Information
Information concerning camping sites in national forests is supplied by regional offices of the Forest Service rather
than the Washington, D. C., headquarters office. Write to Regional Forester, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture,
in one of the following cities: Milwaukee, Atlanta, Denver, Albuquerque, San Francisco, Portland, Ogden (Utah),
Missoula (Montana), or Juno.

Chapter 4
Golden Eagle And Golden Age Passports

4–1. The Golden Eagle Passport
The Golden Eagle Passport is an annual entrance permit to national parks, monuments, and recreation areas which
charge entrance fees and are managed by the federal Government. It admits the permit holder and a carload of
accompanying people. It does not cover use fees, such as fees for camping.

4–2. Purchase by Mail
The Golden Eagle Passport may be purchased for $10 in person or by mail. Address National Park Service,
Washington, D.C. 20240. To obtain in person, ask at any area of the National Park System where entrance fees are
charged. A Golden Eagle Passport is good for one calendar year.

4–3. Free Lifetime Entrance Fee
The Golden Age Passport is a free lifetime entrance permit for those national parks, monuments, and recreation areas
which charge entrance fees and are managed by the federal Government. It also provides a 50 percent discount on use
fees charged for facilities and services, such as camping, boat launching, and parking. The Golden Age Passport does
not cover fees charged by private concessionaires even though they may be located on federal property.

4–4. Persons 65 or Older
Persons 65 or older may obtain Golden Age Passports in person at most federally operated recreation areas where they
can be used. Therefore, it may not be necessary to obtain the passport in advance of a vacation trip. The Golden Age
Passport cannot be obtained by mail.
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Figure 4–1. LOCATOR GUIDE MAP
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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Figure 4–2. ARMED FORCES OUTDOOR RECREATION TRAVEL GUIDE–Facilities & Activities Available—Continued
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