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GENERAL O;mmns} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 88 WasHINGTON 2§, D. C., 8 June 1955

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

w X W w

By dirvection of the President, under the act of Congress
approved 9 July 1018 (WD Bul. 48, 1918), the Medal of
Honor for conspleuons gallanlry and intrepidify at the
rigk of life above and beyond the eall of duty iz awarded
posthumously by the Department of the Avmy in the name
of the Congress to the following-named officer:

First Lieutenant Richard 1. Shea, Jr, , Infantry,
United States Army, Executive Officer, Company A, 17Tk
Infantry Regiment, Tth Infantry Division, distingulshed
himself by conspicuons gallantry and indomitable courage
above and beyond the eall of duty in action against the
enenty near Sokkogae, Korea, from 6 to 8 July 1953, On
the night of 6 July, he was superviging {he reenforcement
of defenslve positions when the enemy attacked with
great numerienl superiority., Veolunfarily proceeding to
the aren most threatened, he organized and led a counter-
attack and, in the bitter fighting which ensued, c¢losed
with and killed two hostile soldiers with his trench kaife.
Calmly moving amoeng the men, checking positions, steady-
Ing and urging the troops to hold firm, he fought side by
side with them throughout the night, Despite heavy
losses, the hostile force pressed the assanlt with deter-
mination, and at dawn made an all-out attempt to overrun
friendly elements. Charging forward to meet the chal-
lenge, Lieutenant Skee and his gallant men drove back
the hostile troops. Iiements of Company G Jjoined the
defense on the afternoon of 7 July, having lost key person-
nel through ecasualtios, Ymmediately integrating these
troops into hig unit, Lieutenant Shew rallied a group of
twenty men and again charged the enemy, Although
wounded in thiz actlon, he refused evacuaiion and con-
tinued to lead the counterattack, When the assauliing
element was pluned down by henvy machine gun five, he
personally rushed the emplacement and, fiving his carbine
and lobbing grenades with deadly accuvacy, neutralized
the weapon and kllled three of the enemy, With foreeful
leadership and by his herole example, Lieutenant Shea
coordinated and dhvected a holding action througheut the
night and the following morning, On 8 July, the enemy
attacked again, Despite additlonal wounds, he launched
a determined counterattack and was lash seen in close
hand-to-hand combat with the enemy, Lieutenant Shes's
ingpivational leadership and unflinching courage set au
ilustrious exnmple of valor to the men of hig regiment,
reflecting lnsting glory upon himself and upholding the
noble traditions of the military service,
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This general order will be read to all troops and will be posted consplcuously
on the bulletin boards in each unit area.

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY }

M. B, RIDGWAY,
General, United States Army,
OFFICIAL: Ohief of Staff.
' JOHN A, KLEIN,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant Generel,

DISTRIBUTION }

Active Army: A

To be distribuied on & need-to-know basis to all units and headquariers
down to and including companies and batieries and to units and headquarters
of comparable size and regponsibility.
NG and USAR: B

To be distributed on a need-to-know basis to all units and headquavters
down to and including separate battalions (administrative) and to units
and headquarters of comparable size aund responsibility,
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