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September 15, 1960, will mnrk the one hundredth nnniversnry of the birth of 
Qenernl of the Armies John J. Pershing. 
By Congcsdonrl Resolution nnd Prcsidentlnl Proclnmntion, 18 September 

1900 hns bcen dcsignnted ns  n dny lipon whlch d1 Amerlcnns should pny honor 
and respect to General of the Arlnles John J. Pcrshlng nnd the men who eerved 
under him. 

Throughout 00 years of distinguished servico Qenernl Pershing held respon- 
slbilitles vital to the security nnd welfnre of his country. In lendershlp, cournge, 
and stcndfnstucss of purpose ho wns unexcelled. Whother in commnnd of vnst 
botlles of troops, in lending men Into bnttle, or iu coopcrnting with the cominnnders 
of nllied forces, ha proved himsclf one of the world’s grent mllitury lendera 
With his pnsslus tho NnUon lost n fnlt l iful  scrvnut nnd the Army n great 
commander. 

General Persliing entered upon his ncttve militnry career In 1852. After hls 
grnduntlon from the United Stntes Militnry Acndemy In 1890 nud hls nppolnt- 
ment as n second lieutenant o f  Onvnlry, lie mas promoted In regular order to the 
grades of flrst Ilentennut nnd cnptnln, ~CnChing tho lntter grnde In 1901, €IC 
aerved in the meuritiine ns chleP ordnance ofllcer nud ns nssislnnt ndjntnnt 
geuernl of volunteors, with the rnnk of runjor, in  the a n r  with Spnin and the 
Phllipplne Inmrrectlou. 

During his enrly cnroer, while on the weRtcrn frontier, he took pnrt  in cnm- 
pnlgns against hostilc Apnchc rind Sioux Indinne. In 1808 ho pnrticipntod in 
the Snnting@cnmpnign in Uubn nnd wns h!glily conumende(1 nnd recoinlnendcd 
for brevet promotion for personnl gnllnntry In t h e  bnttle of Sun Junn. I n  tho 
Ph1lil)piuo Islnnds, 1002-03, he conimnndccl expcdltlons against the Moros nnd 
wns in  tho engngemcnts of Gnunn, Bnynbno, hlnclu, Dncolod, Cninhul, nnd Tnrncn 
River. His pent  nbill ty nnd onktnndlng lendcrsblp mero demonstrnted In tlrcse 
cnmpnigns; uiid I t  wna because of the superlority then evidenced thnt, in 1o00, 
be WRE ndvnnced from the grnde of cnptnin to tlint of brlgndler genornl. In thlB 
grnde he cornnrnniled the Depnrtinent of Mlndnnno from 1000 to 1019 nud wns 
mnde Governor of the Moro Province. 

After his return to the United Stntcs, he comninudcd a brlgndc on the Blcxicnn 
Border, and in 1010-17, ho wns chnrged wlth tho difflailt tnsk of lending the 
force that pursued into Mcxlco tile bnndils wliosc depredntfons on the border 
hnd compelled tlie United Stntcs to tnko drnstlc mcnaurcs for thelr sappressloii. 
In 1016 he mns ndvnnced Lo thc grnde of ninjor gciicrnl, nnd, on the entrnuce of 
tho Unltcd Stntcs Into World Wnr I, wns selcctcd by Prcaldcnt Wilson to bc tho 
coninmnder of the Amerlcnn Ex~reditlonnry Forccs sciit to b’r;uicc to join tlioRe 
Of the nntlons nlllcd ngnlnst thc nggrca9lvo centrnl cuiplrcs of IiJnrope. He wns 
advnnced to the grndc of general on 0 Oclobcr 1017, In ~ l i ic l i  grnde he scrved 
Until 3 September 1019, whcn in recogiiltlon of his ncconipllsliiiieiils, ho wns 
apiminted for Hfe Gencrnl of tlie Arni1c.s of the Uultcd Ytntca. 

Uenernl Pcrshlng mns OhlcP of Stnf! of the Ammy froiu 1 J ~ l g  1031 uiilll his 
retlrcment on 13 Scpteinber 1024. Attcr hlu rotlrenicut Iic coi~llnucd to S ~ P V C  ns 
OhirJunl l  of tlie Anicrlcnn nnttle lfonutncnts coiiiniissioii, \rhlcli wns crcntcd 
by Conmcus for  tlio p n r p a c  of comincino~nting tlic scrvlccs of the Aniericnu 
forces In Europe during W O ~ W  Wnr I. 111 Novcmbcr ION, be wiis dcdgnntcd 
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by President Coolidge as Ambassndor to represent me United States in pen 
during the Centennial of the Battle of Ayncucho. returned the following 
pear to South America, where he served as head of the Tncna-Aricn Plebiscitary 
Oommission. On 24 June 1936, he was nppolnted by the President a member of 
the commission to prepare plans for the erection o f  n meinorin1 w i t h i n  the 
Panama Uannl Zone to Mnjor General George W. Qoethnls, bullder of the Panma 
@ a n d  

I n  1937, General Pershing was nppolnted by President Roosevelt n member of 
the special delegation to represent him nt the Coronation of His Mnjesty King 
George VI,  nnd attended the ceremonlee in London. ~OllOWing the coronation 
ceremonies he pnrtidpnted in the dedlcntious of the monunieuts ntld chap& 
erected in Frnnce by the Americnn Battle Monuments aommlseion. Re was 
present also a t  the dedlcntion of the stntue erected at V~rsallleS by the French 
to  commemorate the services of the Aniericnn Expeditionnry Force& 

Congresn, in a publlc resolution npproved by the President 20 September 1919, 
extended ib thanks to him in the following morda: 

“Resolued bv tlte Benate and House of Represmtatheb of ths UnZted State8 
of Amer&cr {n Donoread assembled, That the thanlca of the American people 
and of the Congress of the United Stntes nre due, and are hereby tendered, 
to  General John J. Pershlng for his hlghly distinguished services  as com- 
mander in chlef of the American axpeditlounry Porcee in Blurope * * *.” 

He holds the Distinguished-Service Cross, the Dis t in~~lshd-Serv ice  Medal, and 
Silver Star decorations awnrded by tbe United Btntw. He wna grnnted 24 
honorary degrees by universities and collegea throughout the world. The esteem 
in which he was held in foreign countries wns evidenced by the a c t i o n  of 15 
governmenta In conferring upon him decorations of t h e h  hlghest orders. His 
name will pnss into history a8 tha t  of the American commander who led through 
World War I the Army without whom intervention the cnuae of the allied nations 
of Burope, and possibly of democracy, might have been lost. 
As n mark of respect to the memory of Gcnernl Pershlnp md his lengthy 

career of dlstinguishhed service to  the Nntion, the Secretary of the Army dwirw 
thnt npgroprlnte ceremonies or events be held nt all ~ o s t s ,  Oamps, Stntlons, and 
lnstnllntlone where United States Army personnel nre serving, - 
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